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On Saturday, the first day of Bamadan, many of the
Deputy Judges called on the Dawadar and congratulated him
on the new month. The three Chief Judges and the Khalifah,
being prisoners of Selim Shah Ibn 'Othman at Aleppo, were
[56] unable to return to Egypt. On Sunday, the 12th day of
Ramadan, corresponding to the 1st of the Coptic month
Babah, the Me remained steady at 20 cubits ; it had risen
higher in the previous year, and continued unabated until the
1st of Hatur.

Then came the news by a messenger [already related in
pp. 46, 47] of the miserable condition of the troops who
reached Damascus, of the treachery of al-Ghurfs former
friends, and that Ibn 'Othman was sole master from the
Euphrates to Aleppo. When the Dawadar heard of this
he ordered the Vail to take possession of the houses belonging
to Samarkand! and Yunus al-'Adili. So the Vail went there
and arrested their families and retainers, placed Samarkand!^
servant in irons, and put seals on his stores and on those of
Yunus al-'Adill. They had been in secret correspondence
with Selim Shah Ibn 'Othman, about the affairs of the Sultan
and the country. But the master of the house has the best
knowledge of what goes on in it.

On Friday, the 17th, the Dawadar said the Friday prayers,
and then went on to meet the Chief Amirs, who were arriving
from Damascus; he had heard of their reaching Belbeis.,
[The list of names is here omitted.]

*****

The remnant of the army came, in the most pitiful state of
nakedness, hunger, and weakness, with their garments
opened at the neck, and manifested their grief about the
Sultan.

Thus the Amirs and the army made their way in. [Another
list of names is omitted.]

*****

Thursday, the 13th, witnessed the arrival of all the Amirs
that were left. After greeting them the Dawadar returned